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3XEOLVKHU·V� 1RWH�� 0DQ\� RI� WKH� ZDONV�
ZLWKLQ� WKLV� SXEOLFDWLRQ� IROORZ� VWHHS� URFN\�
SDWKZD\V� ZKLFK� FDQ� EH� OLWWOH� XVHG� DQG�
DUH�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�HURVLRQ��(YHU\�HIIRUW�KDV�
EHHQ�PDGH� WR� SURYLGH� VXIÀFLHQW�ZDUQLQJ�
ZKHUH�QHFHVVDU\��7KH�SXEOLVKHU�DQG�DXWKRU�
DFFHSW�QR�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�LQMXULHV�RU�GHDWKV�
WKDW� DULVH� IURP� IROORZLQJ� WKH� VXJJHVWHG�
routes to access the beaches featured 
LQ� WKLV� ERRN�� <RX� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� \RXU�
RZQ�VDIHW\� �� UHO\�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�DVVHVVPHQW�
RI�ZKHWKHU�D�SDUWLFXODU�URXWH�LV�VXLWDEOH�IRU�
\RXU�DELOLWLHV�RU�ZKHWKHU�LW��KDV�GHWHULRUDWHG�
WR�D�SRLQW�ZKHUH�LW�LV�QR�ORQJHU�VDIH�WR�XVH���
&RDVWDO�VZLPPLQJ�LV�DOVR�KD]DUGRXV��0DNH�
VXUH�\RX�LQIRUP�\RXUVHOI�FRUUHFWO\�DERXW�ULS�
tides or other dangers before entering the 
ZDWHU�
1DPHV� RI� EHDFKHV� DQG� WRZQV� DQG�RWKHU�
QDPHV� LQ� WKLV� ERRN� KDYH� EHHQ� JLYHQ� LQ�
the local language, Ibicenco, a dialect of 
&DWDODQ�6SDQLVK�

High cliffs surrounding a beautiful bay create the perfect backdrop 
for this sunny hideaway. Spend any time here exploring, and it’s 
easy to get the impression that some kind of Ibicencan giant has 
piled up the huge boulders to create a stone sculpture of immense 
proportions. Some of these balanced rocks are incredibly impressive 
- in particular, a cracked and precarious natural stone arch which 
silently challenges the foolhardy to cross.

Access is equally dramatic. The steep track leading to the water’s 
edge, once a dirt road, has been torn up and disfigured by years of 
torrential winter rains. Our recommendation is to leave your car at the 
top of the cliffs, and from here descend to the water’s edge on foot. 
You’ll find large flat rocks and small ledges, perfect for sunbathing or 
for lowering yourself gently into the deep waters.
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What to Expect

Warning: The rock bridge is unstable.
Do not attempt to walk across it.

The wide bay has a mostly inaccessible coastline 
with cliffs plunging vertically into the sea. With no 
traditional beach as such, sunbathing is best done 
on the plentiful flat headlands. Easiest access to 
the sea is by following the left turn where the path 
splits, but you’ll still have a bit of a climb at the end.
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In Sant Mateu, follow the sign to Cala d’Albarca next to the church.
Follow this asphalt road for 1.8km. When you reach a small group of pine trees, 
you’ll see a right turn up a dirt road.
Follow this for 1km and park in the area at the top of the cliffs.

Here, you’ll see a steep track leading down the cliffs. 
Follow this for just over 1km until the path levels off and becomes much less 
rocky. You should see a rock with a blue arrow on it to your right here. Now you 
have two choices.
Walk straight ahead for 400m. You’ll see a large flat area and the natural rock 
bridge.
The other choice is to turn left, almost doubling back on yourself, and follow the 
steep rocky track. It soon turns into a small pathway - follow this for 300m. At the 
end of the path you’ll have to climb down to the shoreline. 
If you clamber across rocks to the left you will pass an extraordinarily perfect 
pyramid rock and eventually reach a massive pale yellow rock that seems 
impossibly balanced on one edge. On top of this gravity defying monstrosity, you’ll 
find a flat area that catches the sun all day and is excellent for sunbathing.
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The Pitstop
The sight of locals lunching at their neighbourhood  
restaurant is always a good sign, and on Es Camp Vell’s  
large sunny terrace you will see just that. Plonked on the  
corner next to the church in Sant Mateu, it provides a 
short menu, with the crisply fried goat’s cheese salad  
our recommendation. Other items on offer include 
omelettes, burgers and various salads. 
This isn’t the place for fine dining or a romantic meal for 
two. Instead, it’s a lively place to integrate with locals.  
Expect music, dancing and plenty of the local firewater.
Es Camp Vell, Sant Mateu. Tel: +34 971 80 50 36
(See page 203 for location map)
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